
What will this cost?
The EMS Levy was last 
authorized at $.50/$1,000 of 
assessed valuation in 2015.  Due 
to the 1% tax revenue limitation, 
the current EMS Levy rate has 
fallen to $.39/$1,000 (AV) .  
Renewal of this levy back to the 
authorized rate will result in a 
tax increase of $10.30 per year 
per $100,000 (AV) in 2020.  
Note: The district's capital bond 
expires at the end of 2019, which 
results in a tax reduction of 
$13.30 per year per $100,000 
(AV) valuation.          

Fire District Funding

  Fire Chief Jim Gillard 

During November’s general election, 
Kitsap County Fire Protection District 
#18/Poulsbo Fire will ask voters to
reauthorize the District's six-year 
Emergency Medical Services Levy.  

 EMS Levy FAQs 

Why is this necessary? 

  

Emergency Medical Services Levy Renewal

-  The EMS Levy renewal is not a new tax, it is a      
xxcontinuation of the existing six-year levy
- EMS Levy funds are dedicated to providing Basic 
xxand Advanced Life Support care to the community - 
-The Poulsbo Fire Department responds to over 2,600 
xxEmergency Medical Incidents per year accounting 
xxfor 65% of  emergency responses

The existing six-year EMS Levy is a temporary levy 
that expires unless reauthorized by the voters.  The 
EMS Levy provides dedicated funding to train and 
equip sufficient personnel to provide for 
emergency medical services to the community.  
Without renewal of the EMS levy, the district will 
lose 18% of its funding and  not be able to sustain 
the service levels currently provided to the 
community.  

The district is primarily funded 
through property taxes, referred to 
as a Levy. The two regular levies 
are a fire levy limited to $1.50/
$1,000 of assessed valuation (AV), 
and an Emergency Medical 
Services levy limited to 
$.50 /1,000 (AV).  The district does 
not charge a fee for response to 
emergency incidents; however, to 
reduce our reliance on property 
taxes, a fee for service is charged 
for transporting patients to the 

hospital.  Additionally, the District actively and successfully 
pursues grant oppurtunities.  Federal, state, and local grants have 
provided funding for protective equipment, defibrilators, a marine 
safety vessel, and personnel.  

Commissioners:  Jim Ingalls - Darryl Milton - Conrad Green - David Ellingson - Jeff Uberuaga

For more information about your Poulsbo Fire Department or the
EMS Levy visit us at Poulsbofire.org, or you can contact your Fire 

Chief, Jim Gillard, at 360-779-3997 or email at 
jgillard@poulsbofire.org

The Poulsbo Fire Department is the sole 
provider of emergency medical response to the 
community, including the transport of patients 

to area hospitals.  From providing advanced 
cardiac life support to helping a patient back to 
bed, it is our firefighters who are cross-trained 

as emergency medical technicians or paramedics 
who are providing the service.  All emergency 
response vehicles are equipped with basic life 
support equipment and are dispatched to EMS 

incidents as a first response or to assist the 
firefighters responding on an ambulance.  

EMS In Your Community 




